SCENE 5. 

The Royal Palace. Fullset. 

KING. 	(Entering UL calling.) Aurora! Aurora! Where are you? This is very strange. The party’s just about to start and the Princess seems to have disappeared. (Descending stairs.) Where can she be? Aurora! Aurora!

(CHORUS 1, 2 & 3 enter DR.)

Have you found her?

CH. 1. 	No, Your Majesty.

CH 2 & 3.	She’s not in the garden.

(CHORUS 4 & 5 enter DL.)

CH 4 & 5. 	She’s not in the courtyard!

(CHORUS 6, 7 & 8 enter R.)

CH. 6, 7 & 8.	She’s not upstairs! 

(The QUEEN and KITTY enter L.)

KING. 	Dottie!

QUEEN. 	She’s not in the kitchen.

KING. 	Wherever can she be?

BILLY. 	(Entering R.) She’s nowhere to be seen!

KING. 	Well, she must be somewhere!

(The PRINCE enters UL, carrying the PRINCESS in his arms.)

PRINCE. 	Your Majesty!

(ALL gasp out loud.)

KING. 	Oh, no!

QUEEN. 	It’s happened.

BILLY. 	Our beautiful Princess.

PRINCE. 	Your Majesty, we need a doctor quickly and a bed to rest the Princess!

(The KING gestures to the two/four CHORUS who run off R.)

She pricked her finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel, and it seems to have made her rather ill.

KING. 	Rather Ill! 

QUEEN. 	We’ll never hear her laugh or see her lovely smile again!

KING. 	Where did this happen?

PRINCE. 	In the Palace kitchen.

KING. 	What were you doing in the kitchen?

(The CHORUS reappear R, pushing on a chaise lounge.)

PRINCE. 	(Tenderly placing her on the bed.) I was getting a beer from the fridge sir and I heard her cry!. Maybe if we let her rest and get some sleep –

KING. 	Sleep! Oh, she’ll get some sleep alright – Billy, seize that man!

(BILLY seizes the PRINCE and holds his arms behind his back.)

So, you thought it would be fun to play with spinning wheels, eh?

PRINCE. 	Your Majesty, I must protest!

(The KING takes the sword from the PRINCE’S scabbard and holds it to his throat.)

KING.		Eighteen years, we’ve guarded and protected the Princess. 

PRINCE. 	Your Majesty -

KING. 	But then you have to come along, and somehow, I don’t know how, smuggle in a spinning wheel to destroy the Princess on the very day the curse would have come to an end!

PRINCE. 	Your Majesty, I assure you, I had nothing to do with the spinning wheel –

KING. 	You’re lying!

PRINCE. 	Sir, I would never wish the Princess any harm. I beg you to believe me. I love your daughter!

KING. 	Don’t speak to me of love. In fact, don’t speak to me at all!

PRINCE. 	But sir!

KING.	You are banished!

PRINCE. 	Sir!

KING. 	Do you hear me? Banished! You are not welcome here! You are not tolerated here. You are banished, upon pain of death, never to return!

PRINCE. 	Sir, I do not understand what has happened, but with all my heart, I hope that the Princess will recover and that when she does, you will realise my innocence.

KING. 	Get out!

(Slowly, the PRINCE leaves R. The KING continues to stare at him. No one else catches his eye.)

